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EQ Setting
suggestions

VINTAGE GRAMPIAN TONE

There’s not a particular way to set the The Windmiller 
Preamp’s controls to get a certain The Who’s song tone. 
It depends on your amp, guitar and obviously your hands! 
But since the The Windmiller Preamp has more features 
than the vintage Grampian 636, we can suggest you some 
basic settings to start from so you can fine tune them to 
match your current setup.

The gain control is not represented because it will 
depend on how you want to use The Windmiller Preamp, 
either as preamp, or a booster to saturate your amp or 
overdrive pedal.
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SINGLE COILS HUMBUCKERS
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What impedance is and how it affects 
The Windmiller Preamp’s tone.
Impedance is a really complex concept that requires deep 
electronics and math knowledge to fully understand, so 
to stay simple we’ll say its resistance over frequency. 
Resistance is the concept of electronic components 
(usually resistors) force against a current flow, commonly 
known as electricity, through it. In direct current (the one 
that powers most effects pedals for example) this value 
is linear as DC has no frequency, it’s a steady source of 
voltage with no variations.

On the other hand, the guitar signal is swinging voltage, 
more commonly known as alternating current and is a 
combination of a lot of frequencies.
Because of how the pickups are made, most of them create 
high impedance circuits and this means they have inherent 
resistance to certain frequencies. Those frequencies will 
have difficult times traveling through the guitar cable and 
ultimately getting into the circuit of the effect pedal. 
And here’s the second actor of this game! The input 
impedance of the effect pedal.

When we talk about a high input impedance circuit we 
mean it won’t suck (or load) the signal source of the device 
connected to it. Its inherent resistance will help the guitar 
signal stay strong and all the frequencies will make its way 
to the circuit with no difficulties.

On the other hand, when a circuit has a low input 
impedance it will mean it will load the signal source trying 
to suck more energy out of it and here’s when certain 
frequencies will struggle.
So, this is the case of The Windmiller Preamp pedal! 
Its low input impedance creates a unique interaction 
with the instrument pickups circuit and shapes its 
particular tone.
Otherwise when a low impedance signal gets into its input, 
the coloring is far less noticeable since no frequency has 
tough times traveling to The Windmiller Preamp input 
circuit and there’s also much less loading.



20

Setting up on 
a pedalboard
All our effect pedals use a custom light aluminum 
enclosure specially designed to fit our Smart Track® 
pedalboards. We incorporated a proprietary locking 
system which allows the user to fasten the pedal without 
the need of using the typical hook and loop method. 
This custom fastening system follows the same 
philosophy behind the Smart Track® fasteners but 
integrated in the enclosure reducing the space occupied 
by each pedal. 

That translates into more pedal density for the same 
space, and who doesn’t want that?

We strongly recommend you to take a look at our line of 
pedalboards, which are the best complement to our pedals!

Add the anti-sliding rubber pad at the bottom of your 
pedal, specially shaped for this unit.
      Surface must be clean and dry before applying 
adhesive pad.

1

HOW TO MOUNT IT ON A SMART TRACK® PEDALBOARD:

!
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Loosen the 2 thumb screws to unlock the bottom 
pieces out of the pedal.

Place the pedal, inserting the bottom pieces inside 
the grooves.

Move the pedal to its final position.2

3

4
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Tighten the two thumb screws with your hands or 
with a screwdriver.

5

Hook and Loop: Take the included super strong Velcro® 
pad and stick it on the base plate. 
Again, make sure the base is clean of dirt and dust. 

Pre-drilled pedalboard: Fix it with a bolt and a nut you 
could find at any hardware store or instead of passing the 
zip tie over the pedal you can take advantage of the Smart 
Track® enclosure and put the zip ties over the holes. 

DIY woodboard: You can screw the pedal directly with 
wood bolts through the enclosure side holes.

No board: If you use the pedals standalone make sure you 
place the included anti-sliding rubber pad on the baseplate. 

USING OTHER PEDALBOARDS:
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Trouble
Shooting

SIGNAL PASSES THROUGH IN BYPASS BUT NOT 
WHEN ENGAGED:
Make sure you´ve connected the input and output 
jacks correctly.

PEDAL DOES NOT WORK WITH THE POWER SUPPLY:
Take a look at your power supply output voltage and 
polarity. Make sure it’s 9V DC negative tip with a minimum 
output of 100 mA.

I CAN’T NOTICE THE MENTIONED TONE COLORATION:
1. Check out your guitar has an internal preamp! Even 
some vintage style guitars can have one and possibly 
make the signal impedance to drop. This will make 
The Windmiller Preamp pedal unable to interact with 
the pickups.

2. Make sure there’s no pedal between the guitar and 
The Windmiller Preamp. Even though a pedal is true 
bypass, when it’s on it isolates the pickups and changes 
the signal impedance.

THERE’S NO SIGNAL BOOST WHEN THE WINDMILLER 
PREAMP IS ON:
Probably the pedal (or amp) next to it doesn’t have enough 
headroom to handle it! Try to lower the gain on your amp 
and check if there’s an overdrive pedal engaged. 
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Security 
Instructions

- Read these instructions carefully. 

- Keep them for future reference.

- Heed all warnings.

- Aclam Guitars shall not be held liable for any damage 
to persons or property caused by incorrect operation or 
installation.

- Use the product in accordance with the assembly 
instructions. Do not modify or operate the product 
incorrectly.

- Incorrect installation could result in serious damage to 
persons and property.

- Open the package and check that the assembly 

instructions and all the parts of the product are there. Check 
that none of the parts are defective.

- Keep out of reach of children. This product contains 
small parts that represent a choking hazard if swallowed.

- If you do not understand these safety instructions, or if 
you have any queries regarding the safety of the installation, 
please contact Aclam Guitars: support@aclam.cat

- If you wish to contact Customer Services at Aclam 
Guitars, please write to guitars@aclam.cat
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· Unsuitable use
· Incorrect storage
· Explosions or burns caused by incorrect power supplies.
· Other causes not attributable to the manufacturer.
 
To make a claim, the purchaser must return the product to 
the store where it was purchased within one month from 
discovering the fault, and report the nature of the problem, 
the time and the circumstances under which it occurred.

If the product was purchased through our website, the 
purchaser must refer to www.aclamguitars.com and 
complete a RMA (Return to Manufacturer Authorization) 
form before returning the unit.

We strongly recommend looking at the “Troubleshooting” 
section of the manual before panicking!!

This product is covered by a two-year warranty from 
the purchase date, under the conditions and supporting 
evidence regulated by current Spanish Legislation.
The product warranty will only be applicable by presenting 
the proof of purchase (which is the invoice or the receipt) 
and serial number.
A product is covered under warranty if it presents lack of 
conformity because it does not correspond to the specified 
product characteristics, is defective which prevents its 
normal use according to its purpose, or does not function 
as described. The purchaser has the right to have the 
article repaired or replaced (either the product or the faulty 
component, at the discretion of the manufacturer.) 

The warranty is not transferable and won’t cover the 
following issues:

· Attempts of modifications or repairs by an unauthorized 
service center.

Warranty 
Terms
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Your own
settings
Use this space to save your best setting samples and share 
them on your social media using #aclamguitars
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